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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to present applications for financial assistance which 
have recently been received by the Head of Finance and to allow Members to 
make a decision on providing funding from the financial assistance budget. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION(S)  
It is recommended that the Committee review the applications and suggested 
funding levels and approve funding from the financial assistance budget as it 
considers appropriate.  
 

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
The financial assistance budget for 2012/13 is £54,000.  If approval were given to 
the suggested funding levels detailed in this report then a balance of £51,350 will 
be available for future applications. 
 

4. OTHER  IMPLICATIONS 
If the proposed assistance is not provided it may raise issues on the 
sustainability of organisations or their ability to hold specific events which will 
bring or provide benefits to the City of Aberdeen and its citizens. 
 

5. BACKGROUND 
 In considering ad-hoc applications for grants or donations the following general 

criteria are applied:-  
 

 a)  applications from individuals seeking sponsorship, for taking part in 
fundraising events abroad or for placements with charitable organisations or 
trusts in developing countries, are declined. 

 
 b) applications from individuals or groups seeking assistance towards costs of 

excursions outwith the City are declined. 
 

 c) applications which tend not to be supported are those from national 
organisations unless there was some clear and measurable local benefit, and 



health related applications which are seen as the clear responsibility of the 
health authorities. 

 
 d) on a number of occasions assistance is provided to both local and national 

organisations, either in whole or in part, with the costs of hiring 
accommodation such as the Beach Ballroom for various fund-raising events 
and gatherings. 

 
Applications 
 

5.1 Donor Sessions at the Music Hall - Scottish National Blood Transfusion 
 Service (letter attached) 

 
A request has been received on behalf of Aberdeen & North East Transfusion 
Services to consider providing financial assistance towards the cost of three 
donor sessions during 2012/13.  
 
Similar applications in previous years have seen the award of £500 and it is 
suggested that the same level of funding be approved for 2012/13. 
 

5.2 Annual Alcoholic Anonymous Convention – Aberdeen & District Gathering 
 Committee (letter attached) 
 
 A request has been received from the local secretary of Alcoholics Anonymous to 

consider providing financial assistance towards the cost of the annual convention 
in the Beach Ballroom.   We have been advised that the cost of hiring the Beach 
Ballroom for this event is £2,400. 

 
 Similar applications in previous years have seen the award of £800 and it is 

suggested that the same level of funding be approved for the 2012 event. 
 
5.3 European Association of Registrars (EAR) Annual Congress (letter 

attached) 
 

A request has been received on behalf of the Association of Registrars in 
Scotland (AROS) to consider providing a minimum contribution of £500 towards 
the cost of providing a translation service at this event. 
 
The Council’s registration staff are members of AROS which is itself a member of 
EAR.   EAR holds an annual congress in one of its member states with Scotland 
being invited to host the event in May 2013.   This is the first time the congress 
will have been held in the UK and provides an opportunity for all local councils to 
become involved in the event.   The congress will take place in Edinburgh and 
along with promoting our capital city will be promoting local council areas.    
 
An important part of organising the congress is to make sure every delegate can 
understand the topics being discussed and therefore a translation service is 
provided at a cost of approximately £13,000. 
 



It is suggested that an award of £500 be made. 
 

5.4 Northern Trophy Day – Dancesport Scotland (copy e-mail attached) 
 

A request has been received on behalf of the Aberdeen and North of Scotland 
members to consider providing financial assistance towards the cost of hiring the 
Beach Ballroom for this event.   The cost of hiring the Beach Ballroom is £850. 
 
Similar applications in previous years have seen the award of the full £850 cost 
and it is suggested that the same level of funding be approved for the 2012 
event. 
 

6. IMPACT 
The City Council will within financial constraints seek to support the voluntary 
sector and partnerships with the local community. All applicants will be given 
equal consideration within the general criteria for the disbursement of grants and 
donations from this budget. 
 
Financial support from this budget can provide beneficial impact to those citizens 
and local organisations that make application and provide an opportunity to 
support the objective within the vision of being a Vibrant, Dynamic and Forward 
Looking council. 
 

7. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Attached letters/e-mail 
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